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The programme runs for approximately 60 mins
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There will be a meet-the-artist session after 13 November performance
All are welcome to attend
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Performance Introduction

“Musical theatre” tells stories through music. The instruments on stage are
given independent roles to play; musicians not only perform music, but through
music they also interpret the characters. Overlord Musical Theatre revolves
around the pipa, which plays the title role of Xiang Yu, an extremely dramatic
Chinese historical figure, along with other Chinese instruments depicting other
personages. It tells familiar stories such as The Battle of Julu, The Banquet at
Hong Gate, and Farewell My Concubine, illustrating Xiang’s life in the late Qin
dynasty as a warlord with heroic talent and pure sentiments.

The production features both rearranged ancient melodies, including
Ambuscades from All Sides, Warlord Removes His Armour and The Secluded
Orchid in Spring, and new, original melodies, namely Victory and Bravery,
Perilous Situation and Song-like Story. Five young musicians from the
Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, including Yu Bing, in turn play five instruments,
namely the pipa, dizi, zheng, ruan and percussion, representing Xiang Yu,
Consort Yu, Liu Bang and other characters. Intertwining fierce battles with
nerve-racking intrigues, the show uncovers the hero’s deep feelings, struggles
and sorrows. With the addition of physical movements, it will bring the
audience an innovative theatrical experience.

Overlord Musical Theatre, commissioned under the project of “Rising Artists’
Works” of the 19th China Shanghai International Arts Festival in 2017, was
created by the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra. It was invited to be staged as a
culture promotion programme by Asia Society at New York's APAP Fair in
January 2018.

Melody List Actor (rank by entrance order):
l. First time to battlefield Pipa: Yu Bing

Il. The Beauty Percussion: Jiang Yuanging

lll. Battle of JULU Dizi: Chen Yunying

IV. Banquet at HONGMEN Ruan: Sha Mo

V. Ambush on all sides Zheng: Lu Shasha

VI. Tragic end of the beauty Dance: Wang Chao

VII. The King doffs his armor
Finale. As the song goes
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Shanghai Chinese Orchestra

Shanghai Chinese Orchestra, founded in 1952 and well known for its
distinguished style and virtuosity, was the first Mainland orchestra to adopt a
modern, full-scale musical arrangement. As a keen producer of recordings of
traditional instruments, it has arguably become an instrumental force in the
development of Chinese music. The Orchestra, acclaimed for its beautiful,
interwoven melodies, has performed around the world and on important
occasions, including the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Summit 2006,
the East Asia Summit 2006, the Special Olympics 2007, the Expo 2010
Shanghai China, the Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building
Measures in Asia (CICA) 2014. The Orchestra is also invited to perform in front
of visiting heads of state and dignitaries.

Yu Bing

P

Yu Bing, born into a musical family and graduated from the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music, is the Pipa Principal of the Shanghai Chinese
Orchestra, as well as founder and artistic director of the Origins of Moon
Orchestra. He joined the Shanghai Chinese Orchestra in 1998 and received
training under famous musicians, including He Shufeng, He Shuying, Dong Ya,
Zhang Zupei and Zhou Lijuan. Backed by solid instrument groundwork, Yu
radiates intense emotions in his performance. He was the winner of the
Excellent Performance Prize of the Shanghai Spring International Music
Festival and the Japan Gold Disc Award. In recent years, keen on promoting
the art of pipa and traditional culture, Yu has worked in collaboration with
different orchestras and artists, including the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra,
Shanghai Opera House, Liza Wang, Ye Xiaogang and Tashi Lahm Duoduo. Yu
has also performed in the Vienna New Year's Concert, Prague Spring
International Music Festival, the French Tour of the Shanghai World Expo, the
Sino-French Culture Year, Aichi Expo 2005 and the world tour of Latin
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Creative and Production Team

Performers:

Pipa: Yu Bing

Percussion: Jiang Yuanging
Dizi: Chen Yunying

Ruan: Sha Mo

Zheng: Lu Shasha

Dance: Wang Chao

Music Composer, Musical coordination: Huang Lei
Director: Gong Yujiao

Stage Design: Fan Xinghua

Lighting Design: Cao Bingliang

Sound Design: Gu Yu

Costume Design: Li Na

Style Design: Li Zhengyu

Photography: Ni Peiyu

Graphic Design: Z Design



