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The world-renowned artistTan Dun has made an indelible mark on the world’s music scene with a creative
repertoire that spans the boundaries of classical music, multimedia performance, and Eastern and
Western traditions. He has garnered today’s most prestigious honours including the Grammy Award,
Oscar/Academy Award, Grawemeyer Award, Bach Prize, Shostakovich Award, and most recently ltaly’s
Golden Lion Award for Lifetime Achievement.

As a conductor of innovative programmes around the world, Tan Dun has led the China tours of the Mahler
Chamber Orchestra and Japan’s NHK Symphony Orchestra. He has also led the world’s most esteemed
orchestras, including the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra, Philadelphia
Orchestra, Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, among many others.

Tan Dun'’s individual voice has been heard widely by international audiences. His first Internet Symphony,
which was commissioned by Google/YouTube, has reached over 23 million people online. His Organic Music
Trilogy of Water, Paper and Ceramic has frequented major concert halls and festivals. His multimedia work,
The Map, premiered by Yo-Yo Ma and the Boston Symphony Orchestra, has toured more than 30 countries
worldwide. In recent seasons, his percussion concerto, The Tears of Nature, premiered in 2012 with the NDR
Symphony Orchestra, and Nu Shu: The Secret Songs of Women Symphony was

co-commissioned by the Philadelphia Orchestra, NHK Symphony

Orchestra and the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra.

Tan Dun currently serves as the Honorary Artistic Director of
the China National Symphony Orchestra, Honorary Chair of
Carnegie Hall's China Advisory Council, and has
previously served as Creative Chair of the 2014
Philadelphia Orchestra China Tour, Associate
Composer/Conductor of the BBC Scottish Symphony,
and Artistic Director of the Festival Water Crossing Fire

held at the Barbican Centre.
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Synopsis of Buddha Passion (Concert Version)

A Dunhuang mural entitled Nirvana is gradually revealed: a reclining Buddha occupies the entire stage,
reposeful with eyes half closed. Behind him are his disciples, who will be characters in the following acts.
Accompanied by music, the mural dissolves and the characters walk out elegantly from the mural, with Little
Prince, the Bird of All Lives, and the BodhiTree leading the way. Act One begins.

Act I: Under the BodhiTree

An ancient Sanskrit chorale is heard from the mountains afar. Little Prince and a group of boys are frolicking
with birds. A bird falls from the sky. The saddened Prince asks who could ease his sorrow. All of a sudden, the
sky opens up a crack and the voice of Mantra is heard: “Be at peace. Place the poor dead bird on one side of
the scale. Cut a piece of thy own flesh and place it on the other. If the scale balances, thou shall be pacified.”
The boys execute Mantra’s decree for the Prince, but surprisingly, the scale does not balance. Mantra
reappears and tells Little Prince that all lives — tiny as an ant or giant as a dinosaur - are equal. With that being
true, the Prince ought to place his entire body on the scale in order to achieve balance. Little Prince is
enlightened. He walks towards a Bodhi tree as lotus flowers manifest with his every step. He meditates under
the tree for 49 days and becomes Buddha.The dead bird revives, hovers around Buddha, and identifies itself
as the Bird of All Lives sent by Mantra. The Ode to Compassion: Equality rises, lauding “men shall love all
creatures and all shall be in harmony” and celebrates the dawn of enlightenment.

Act Il: The Nine-coloured Deer

The beautiful Deer of Nine Colours and her sisters are strolling along a mysterious lake when they hear a plea
for help. Against her sisters’ wishes, the Deer rushes to save the Drowning Man, who recognises that his
saviour is the very creature the King has been fervently pursuing. Alerted by the Man'’s malignancy, the Deer
requests him not to disclose her whereabouts or he “shall reap what he sows”. The Man swears that he will
never betray her. Back in the city, the King promises an enticing reward for whomever can capture the
Nine-coloured Deer: “Most precious creature, her skin will make women glow, her horns and bones will
increase men'’s longevity, whoever discloses her whereabouts, the King hereby offers a hefty reward — millions
of gold and numerous jewels and endless land” Tempted by the promised reward, the Man betrays his saviour
and leads the King and his guards to capture the Deer.The Deer cries out desperately to Buddha for help, but
is stabbed to death by the Man. When the King and his guards learn that the Deer once rescued the Man from
drowning, they shed regretful tears. The Ode to Compassion: Karma rises as karma befalls the Drowning Man,
who cramps, rots, and dies slowly beside the dead Deer.

Act lll: Thousand-hand-and-thousand-eye Guanyin

In a magnificent palace, the Emperor enjoys a hallucinatory apsara dance performed by his three daughters —
Miaoyin, Miaoshan, and Miaoging. Suddenly, a Court Guard rushes in to report that a woman is in urgent need
of a pair of arms and eyes to save her from dying. No one volunteers to help except for Miaoshan — the fairest
of the three daughters: “Parents gave me my eyes and arms. Buddha gave me my heart and soul”” In order to
save the lives of the dying mother and her baby, she willingly decides to offer her eyes and arms. Out of love
for his daughter the Emperor voices his strong objection. A father and daughter’s love runs long and deep in
tears. Eventually Miaoshan convinces her father and gives over her fairest eyes and arms in a solemn ritual —
kneeling in a circle around her, the chorus watches Miaoshan as she floats above them shedding her eyes and
arms. The funeral music begins: The Ode to Compassion: Sacrifice. In the midst of the wild dance rises a
sculpture of the Thousand-hand-and-thousand-eye Guanyin, her arms caressing our human wounds and her
eyes watching out for our human suffering. The ritual continues as all dance passionately.

~ Intermission ~



Act IV: Zen Garden

Inside Songshan Mountain, where Zen Buddhism originated, nature’s water music is heard
accompanied by awe-inspiring visuals. Monks meditate and chant the Mantra of Nine,
contemplating the philosophy of life. Master Monk (the Fifth Ancestor of Zen) teaches his
disciples to listen for sounds in silence and observe forms with no shape. A Woodcutter (the
future Sixth Ancestor of Zen) passes by and begins to speak about his unusual understanding
of Zen.The provoked monks rush in and challenge the Woodcutter to a kungfu combat. Master
Monk pacifies them by stating his wish to “hear everyone’s own understanding of Zen. That
has been understood from each individual’s life practice and meditation.” Woodcutter and
Master Monk engage in a lively philosophical debate: “the body is a Bodhi tree” vs “Bodhi in
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essence is not a tree”; “the mind is a clear mirror” vs “the mind/mirror is inherently without
form”; “clean the mirror/mind often to free it from dust” vs “the mirror/mind cannot gather
dust since there is originally never a thing.” After the debate, Master Monk is deeply moved
and tries to convince the Woodcutter to stay and meditate with him and his disciples. The Ode

of Compassion: Zen Dreams rises amidst organic music and sounds of water, wind, and stone.

ActV: Heart Sutra

Under a rare total solar eclipse, a Fire Ballet manifests in the desert of the Mountain of Flames.
A Minstrel Monk named Kongxian returns to Dunhuang when he encounters Nina, a dying
woman from the West. Kongxian chants mantras and revives her by giving his very last drop
of water to her. He finds baby silkworms and pupae woven in Nina’s hair, as Nina explains that
after her hometown silkworms died away from an unexplained epidemic, she went on a
journey to Suzhou to collect these species. But now, she is afraid she will not be able to
complete her journey home to the opposite end of the Silk Road. In the bitter cold of the night,
Kongxian and Nina huddle together for survival in order to warm themselves, but Nina dies in
Kongxian’s arms. Kongxian buries Nina in the desert and pledges to meet her again in their
next lives. The Ode to Compassion: The Heart Sutra rises.

Act VI: Nirvana

The mural Nirvana reappears on stage, recalling the Prologue. Buddha solemnly tells his
disciples that he would soon enter nirvana. Everyone weeps, however Buddha speaks calmly
and compassionately, wittily imparting his wisdom on life and the other shore: “The scenery in
life is as beautiful as poems and paintings.” The inspired disciples engage in a lively exchange
with Buddha on the philosophy of life and the human mind. In grief, the disciples request
whether they can ask one last question, and Buddha agrees. The disciples ask Buddha, “Are
you God?” Buddha answers, “No, | am not.” “Are you the Son of God?” “No, | am not” “Are
you sent by God?” “No, | am not” “Please enlighten us: what are you?” “| am...awakening...”
as Buddha closes his eyes and leaves for nirvana. Moon and sun disappear. Mountains and
rivers shudder. All goes into darkness. Bells toll. The Ode to Compassion: Heaven Earth
Mankind rises, accompanied by a shining moon.
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Shenyang is an alumnus of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Metropolitan Opera Lindemann
Young Artist Development Program, and Juilliard School Opera Center. Accolades under his name
include the 2007 BBC Cardiff Singer of the World, the 2008 Borletti-Buitoni Trust Award, and the 2010 Montblanc New Voices at Stars
of the White Nights Festival. A frequent guest at the Metropolitan Opera, Shenyang has most recently performed there in The Magic
Flute and La Cenerentola. Previously he has been heard as Masetto in Don Giovanni, Garibaldo in Rodelinda, Colline in La Bohéme, etc.
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Nine-coloured Deer and Thousand-hand-and-thousand-eye Guanyin
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Soloist-in-residence of the Santa Cecilia Academy in Rome, Chizzoni has sung at many major opera houses and festivals, including
Tan Dun'’s Water Passion at theThomaskirche in Leipzig, Germany. She has also performed Petrassi’s Magnificat under the baton of
Antonio Pappano, Orff's Carmina Burana under Krzysztof Urbanski, etc. Her repertoire includes Donizetti's L'Elisir d/Amore, Verdi's
Rigoletto, Rossini’s Il Barbiere di Siviglia, Mozart's Cosi Fan Tutte, Puccini’s Turandot, and Strauss’ Die Fledermaus, among others.

SR E18 Zhu Huiling | ZHE Mezzo-soprano
INEF - SFEEBPFE Little Prince - Buddha in his teens
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A graduate from the Middle School affiliated to Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Hochschule fiir Musik

und Theater Hamburg and Staatliche Hochschule fur Musik und Darstellende Kunst Stuttgart, Zhu

Huiling completed Bachelor and Master in Lieder-Oratorio, and a doctoral degree in opera-singing. Currently the artistic director of
the charitable foundation Stiftung Chinesische Nachwuchskiinstler e.V. Hamburg. Her operatic repertoire includes the title role in
Carmen, Charlotte in Werther, Dorabella in Cosi Fan Tutte, the Queen in Barbe-bleue, Jiao's Mother in Wilderness, and more.
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Born to a pair of professional opera singers in China, the Australian tenor Wang Kang honed his singing skills under the renowned
tenor Joseph Ward. In 2010, he garnered the People’s Choice Award at the Dame Joan Sutherland National Vocal Awards. Since 2015,
Wang has been in the LindemannYoung Artist Development Program of the Metropolitan Opera, New York. He has worked with
many premier orchestras in the world, such as the Metropolitan Opera and London Philharmonic Orchestra. In 2017, he held a solo
recital at the Great Hall of the Moscow P. . Tchaikovsky Conservatory. Among his lead roles are Tom Rakewell in The Rake’s Progress,
Don José in La Tragédie de Carmen, and Roméo in Roméo et Juliette.
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Tan Weiwei completed vocal studies at the Sichuan Conservatory of Music as a
summa cum laude graduate. Her debut album The Heart of Highland won the
World Music Award of France in 2005. In 2009, with Encounter she became the first
mainland Chinese singer to have won the Best Original Film Song at the Taipei
Golden Horse Film Festival. In 2016, she combined the traditional laogiang, a
National Intangible Cultural Heritage from the Shaanxi Province, with modern rock
music to critical acclaim. She has a huge following as an indigenous performer.

R4 HEIFE Indigenous Throat Singer
B RZ Dunhuang Xiqgin Instrumentalist

(8285 Minstrel Monk Kongxian
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Batubagen grew up in the pastoral area of Bairin Right Banner of Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region. He is aTuvan throat singer and a Morin Khuur player of the
music group Hanggai. Since 2009, along with the internationally renowned group,
he took part in all major international music festivals, including Roskilde,
Lowlands, Fuji Rock, Sydney Festival and more. Hanggai won two national-level
awards in China: championship of the 2015 Sing My Song contest (season two);
and the Best Ethnic Music Artist Award at the 11th Chinese Music Media Awards
in 2011.
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ChenYining is a Chinese classical dance student from the Beijing Dance Academy.
In 2008, she won the Folk Music Special Gold Award and Dance Gold Award of the
“StarTorch Cup”.While at school, she was invited to perform in The Book of Songs
of the China National Opera and Dance Drama Theater. In 2017, she won the First
Prize at the 15th Beijing Dance Competition.
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Founded in 2002 by its artistic director Rolf Beck, the

International Choir Academy Lubeck brings together selected young singers from some 15 different
nations to form a unique vocal ensemble. The high quality of the choir is guaranteed by its intensive
working phases before the final concerts, during which singers receive one-on-one vocal training from
world-famous coaches, such as Magreet Honig and Marcel Boone. In 2017, the Academy participated in
producing a CD for the Bamberg Symphony Orchestra, with Wagner'’s Gétterdimmerung directed by Jaap
van Zweden in Hong Kong.

&8 %45 Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra
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Recognised as Asia’s foremost classical orchestra, the Hong
Kong Philharmonic Orchestra (HK Phil)'s Music Director Jaap van Zweden is one of today’s most
sought-after conductors. He is also the 26th Music Director of the New York Philharmonic from the
2018/19 season. At present, the Principal Guest Conductor isYu Long.

Jaap van Zweden, the HK Phil, a superb cast of soloists and a chorus successfully completed the four-year
epic Ring Cycle journey in January 2018.The recording of Gétterddmmerung will be released towards the
end of 2018.

BEEZLBESI8E Hong Kong Philharmonic Chorus
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Established in 1980, the Hong Kong Philharmonic Chorus has

collaborated with the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra

(HK Phil) in a range of different works. In 2013, the Chorus undertook a new recruitment drive, which drew
over 450 singers to the audition. The restructured Chorus made its debut with Handel’s Messiah, and has
since performed with the HK Phil in major works by composers such as Britten, Mendelssohn, Beethoven,
Haydn and Mahler, under renowned conductors namely Lorin Maazel, Nicholas McGegan, Brett Weymark
and Jaap van Zweden, among others. Apollo Wong is the current Chorus Master.
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Lucia Duchonova
Veronika Gregusova
Wonjun Joo

Elena Keksel
Menachem Levison
Peter Mazalan
Christine Mittermair
Marc Schwéammlein
Joana Stanelyte
Jedrzej Suska

Lluis Verges Vico
B&EF1& Yan Jingyi

$£BE Chin Lai-man

A EZZ Ho Ka-man

#I5Z Rk Sharen Lau

RBZ Florence Ng Man-gee
EHE Mylthie Wong Yuen-mei

fR{&E3E May Chan

{a{fE Sarah Ho Pui-yan

FE{EX Sandy Ip Tak-wan

28 Rita Leung

BAEZ Karen Mo Yung Ka-ying
FIZRE Karen Or

FE5LE Yaya Wong Wan-hoi

R{EE Mars Leung Shun-kei
#FEE Corey So Tsz-ngok

Simon Depiets
ZHE& LiYatsing
F#E{Z Savio Wong Chun-wai



&i8E5%%E Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra

BB Music Director: 3% % Jaap van Zweden
B [EEFIEIE Principal Guest Conductor: &£ Yu Long

88— 1\iRZE First Violins

@& E Concertmaster: 5] Jing Wang

EE—BIEF First Associate Concertmaster: 2i# Leung Kin-fung
# @5 — BI&SfE Second Associate Concertmaster: 2/ Anders Hui
245 —BI& /& Second Associate Concertmaster: 5 \Wang Liang

4[5 %5 = Bl & & Third Associate Concertmaster: 2k7& Bei de Gaulle

& Ba Wenjing
F237 Cheng Li

EBE Gui Li

£ B #% Domas Juskys
ZE B Li Zhisheng
%% Liu Fangxi
E#E Mao Hua

#EEIE Rachael Mellado
{5258 Ni Lan

18 Xu Heng

5&% Zhang Xi

BEF ({KMR) Long Xi (On sabbatical leave)

8 —/\{2Z Second Violins
@A Zhao Yingna

AEIE Leslie Ryang Moonsun
X A Jin

77 Fang Jie

{342 Gallant Ho Ka-leung

f 738 Russell Kan Wang-to
2IEET Liu Boxuan

B 2B Mao Yiguo

FBESE Martin Poon Ting-leung
EE# Katrina Rafferty
E$HARERXRTE Miyaka Suzuki Wilson
E H 1 %1F Tomoko Tanaka Mao
EE& Christine Wong

FRER Zhou Tengfei

122 Violas

@:ERETH Andrew Ling
ABEBER Kaori Wilson
ZZER Chris Choi
EZ1E Cui Hongwei
f+7k % Fu Shuimiao
S L Ethan Heath
%288 Li Ming

#AZE Damara Lomdaridze
55 Alice Rosen
3 Sun Bin

BRIk Zhang Shu-ying

KIZZ Cellos

@515 Richard Bamping
W54 Fang Xiaomu
A58 Dora Lam

FFLZM Chan Ngat-chau
F%&#& Chen Yi-chun

EF Timothy Frank
BA#EZ Anna Kwan Ton-an
ZR§%E Li Ming-lu

RZEE Tae-mi Song
SREAHA Yalin Song

{EE K122 Double Basses
@H5EE George Lomdaridze
Q=B Jiang Xinlai

5&;Mi#E Chang Pei-heng

JE#8 Feng Rong

EFIZE Samuel Ferrer

R Jeffrey Lehmberg
EFIE Philip Powell

SBE T Jonathan Van Dyke

R Flutes

@ 5= =HF Megan Sterling
M E ZEX Olivier Nowak
#1752 Ander Erburu

%88 Piccolo
K& Linda Stuckey

EEZEE Oboes

@ =i Michael Wilson
W% Ruth Bénisch
£ %8 Marrie Rose Kim

BEEE Cor Anglais
BAiiIE Kwan Sheung-fung

EBEEE Clarinets

@ 2278 Andrew Simon
M 32 %% John Schertle
2IEF Lau Wai

{EHEEE Bass Clarinet
IS Lorenzo losco

B3 Bassoons

@EIISZ Benjamin Moermond
W% ED#RA Toby Chan

@ =%l Vance Lee

{EEBEHE Contra Bassoon
ZETHHF Adam Treverton Jones
[El5% Horns

@:IfF Jiang Lin

W#AH5NE Russell Bonifede
ARE{H Chow Chi-chung
% & Todor Popstoyanov
ZFF Homer Lee

ZHE Jorge Medina

/7SR Trumpets

@ E1= Esteban Batallan
BWEE = Christopher Moyse
FEE = Douglas Waterston
H&%4E Robert Smith

3% Trombones

@ E 74 Jarod Vermette

S E(E Christian Goldsmith
HZFE Kevin Thompson
ENEF (fKR) Maciek Walicki
(On sabbatical leave)

{E& K5 Bass Trombone
E1M18 Pieter Wyckoff

K5 Tuba

@E 17 Paul Luxenberg

EB & Timpani

@FELE James Boznos
FRER43] Percussion
@R Aziz D. Barnard Luce
R2{Z%F Raymond Leung Wai-wa
#Hi# Sophia Woo Shuk-fai
E2% Harp

@£ EjE Christopher Sidenius

Y594 F Freelance Players
11228 Viola
2BIEE Guo Yuwen

Ki2Z Cello
Bi# Jia Nan

FRER42S Percussion
F &3 Raymond Vong

@ = JE Principal

W & EE Co-Principal

@ EIEE Associate Principal
A BHIZEJE Assistant Principal
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BI{EEIR% / }|jEBE Creative Team / Performers

{EHh / $818 Composer/Conductor
:Z/& Tan Dun

2 thE Baritone
L% Shenyang

Z 5% Soprano
IEEEDn - E {48 Maria Chiara Chizzoni

L E Mezzo-soprano
k2315 Zhu Huiling

BEE5E Tenor

F 7T Wang Kang

R4 A4 53 Indigenous Soprano
B4t Tan Weiwei

[RAREMEZE / B2 R 2 Indigenous Throat Singer/Dunhuang Xigin Instrumentalist
EEE4R Batubagen

BUE T FEEEEE 44 % Dunhuang Fantan Pipa & Dance Performer
PRZZZE Chen Yining

S HEEFSEEM () International Choir Academy Liibeck (Germany)
&FBE5%%E Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra

FEE5%4%E 4"8E Hong Kong Philharmonic Chorus

153358 House Rules

BEMER

RTLRRYSWELB TEFNS - £EERGE - FREFRES HOERRBANRE ) ANE2ESARENEEREE - H58% - 2HEF-

Dear Patrons,

In order to make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and other members of the audience, please switch off your mobile phones and any other
sound- and light-emitting devices before the performance. Eating, drinking, unauthorised photography, audio and video recordings are not allowed in the
auditorium. Thank you for your cooperation.

HUTHEHEWS E "HRHT B 2018, BRER ) BERAMERKRLZHHBFHERRE - HEAWILwww.newvisionfestival.gov.hk »
7% "ERR, —WEE HMFEERCHEARER - KEH !

You are most welcome to send us your comments on the programme(s) attended or New Vision Arts Festival 2018 in general to enhance our future
programming. Please share your views with us by filling in our online “Feedback” form at www.newvisionfestival.gov.hk.Your opinion is much appreciated. Thank you.

HFIEU Recycling of House Programmes

EARREAET - BREBMACRE - EBRBR - 2HEE -

If you do not wish to keep this house programme, please return it to the admission point after the performance for recycling. Thank you.

BRI - PSSR B EIEHE R & B AR -

The presenter reserves the right to substitute artists and change the programme should unavoidable circumstances make it necessary.

AE B RISTIFMBHATREMAREEBRRE - TROURERLEHENER -

The programme as well as the content and information contained in this house programme are provided by the arts groups and do not represent
the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.

BERERABRBTEHHERESEHEEENEESE — NP OERE IHEREES SRS SETREEEY
The Guangdong Full-Wisdom Education Group and the EU-Asia Centre ICBC International’s 10th anniversary celebration
proudly support the International Choir Academy Liibeck's participation proudly supports the HK Phil’s participation



